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Iga-ryu Ninja

Field Trip of
Iga-ryu Ninja

On Saturday, July 8, a Iga-ryu Ninja
field trip was held in Iga City, Mie
Prefecture. This event was held for the
international students of Kindai University.

This January, Iga City, famous for
Iga-ryu Ninja, and Kindai University

concluded a Comprehensive Partnership
Agreement. As part of the agreement, an
event was held for the main purpose of
introducing the culture of Iga-ryu Ninja to
the international students of Kindai
University and to spread the ninja
attraction abroad.

Hiroshi Okamoto, the mayor of Iga
City, held a lecture about history of Iga
City, and Kawakami Jinichi, who is said to
be the last ninja of modern times, held a
lecture  about ninja’s  preparation,

International Students Meet Iga and Ninja

by K. Sugimoto

Many international students from all
over the world, such as Asia, Europe and
the United States participated in this event.
Everyone enjoyed this event. For example,
students were excited to see acrobatic
fighting actions at the Ninja show. They
were  especially excited by the
Daikokuhiya arrow and  gunpowder
demonstration. In addition, a braid making
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seminar was held. Braiding is a traditional
Japanese art and, it appeared in the movie
“your name.” Although it was confusing,
the students enjoyed making braid
bracelets. One of the international student
said about the braid making experience, “I
felt it difficult. However, 1 think that it
can’t be experienced outside Japan.”

Singh Jagjit, third year student, is an
international student from India in the
Faculty of Business Administration said, “I
have been interested in Ninja since I made
shuriken origami in India. So, I
participated in this event. I like the Ninja

clothing because it is made loose.” Song
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International students make braids.

techniques, weapons, training and so on.
Participants threw shuriken and made a
braid which was used by Iga-ryu Ninja as
a weapon in order to understand the culture
of Iga-ryu Ninja through not only
knowledge but also experience.

Ninja, who were originally farmers
used farm tools such as sickle as weapons
so as not to be identified as ninja. In
addition, ready to raid, they had set tools
such as “Dondengaeshi”’, which can be hid
quickly, and “Katanakakushi” which can
be quickly used in a fight and so on.

Participants  visited /Iga-ryu Ninja
Museum, where these weapons and
mechanicals are on exhibit. In “Iga-ryu
Ninja Residence”, which displays many
kinds of tools, participants listened to
explanations of each tool as they practiced
using them. Moreover, participants saw the
ninja show, which demonstrates how to
use weapons by /ga Ninja Special Corps
“Ashura”. This helped the participant
develop an understanding of original ninja.

Heesub, fourth year student from Korea in
the Faculty of Engineering, said about
Japan, “I think that the good point of Japan
is that the economy and industry are
developing, while traditional culture
coexists.”
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The 50 Kindai Vaudeville Show ., ...

On Friday, August 4, the 50th Kindai
vaudeville show was held in November
Hall by the rakugo and story research club,
which was established in 1965. Each club
member performed a rakugo story, comic
dialogue, short story, ogiri and so on. The
Kindai vaudeville show is a traditional
event.

In this event, comic dialogue and short

story, monoboke as otanosimi were
performed by six rakugo. Lastly,
upperclassmen  played ogiri. Every

program was popular among the audience.
Although monoboke was a new program,
we could hear a lot of laugh from the seats.
Monoboke 1s a comedy with funny
impromptu using props. Each member
used props placed on the stage and
performed monoboke.

Masaharu Kono, third-year student
from The Department of Literature, and
planner of this event, said, “We want to
recover because we couldn’t hold Kindai
vaudeville show last year. We planned the
event by ourselves and had difficulty
cooperating with each other. However, we

made an effort to succeed. On the basis
of this event, we’ll work hard for a final
vaudeville show in January. Rakugo

Yukimura lkomaya performs a rakugo.

tends to be unpopular, but this club is not
so strict. We hope you will come casually
and enjoy rakugo”.

Postwar German Poster for Films .,.....

The poster exhibition Postwar German
Poster for Films, was held at the collection
gallery, of the National Museum of
Modern Art, Kyoto from on Wednesday,
April 19th, to Saturday, June 11th. Posters
for films were exhibited. They were
painted in Germany, divided West
Germany and East Germany because of the
cold war. The audience took in these
posters quietly. Many people of all ages
and nationality visited the exhibition.

Many posters were exhibited.
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After World War II, the cold war broke
out between the United States, the center of
the West, and The Soviet Union, the center
of East. Germany was divided into West
Germany and East Germany until 1990 by
the Berlin Wall. In the West, making
movies were reconstructed and imported
the movies from the United States or
Europe. On the other hand, in the East, the
movies focused on socialist themes. This
difference is seen in movie posters.

The exhibition explained the art’s
features of posters for films of both the
West and the East for people who do not
have knowledge about the history and
culture of Germany. As a result, visitors
were able to fully enjoy the posters. For
example, the explanation of the West is
written in blue, but the East is written in
orange. Why don’t you visit The National
Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto? It is a
good way to cross borders.

West Germany s posters.
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(“Postwar German Posters for Films venue landscape” 2017, The National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto)
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Traditional and Creative Exhibition .,.....

On Monday, July 10, the exhibition of
bokutoukai-calligraphy ~ was held in
November Hall. The purpose of the event
was to get students Kindai students
interested in shodo. The club members
decided not to wear formal suits but to
wear casual clothes this year to change the
image of the exhibition as being too
formal.

This year marks the 55th year for the
exhibition and many attractive works were
displayed. The exhibition was divided into
two styles. In one style, a strict Chinese

folio style called rinsyo was shown. In the
other, original creative works called
sousaku were displayed. Among the two
styles, sousaku that bokutoukai
calligraphy’s  attracted viewers with
magical power. For example, there were
relay shodo, in which each stroke was
done by a different member. There were
other works, in which club members used
cardboard boxes and paper instead of a
brush. We should not forget that there were
works written by masters and disciples of
bokutoukai and also Soukyuu Ueda.

Original works, “relay-shodo”

Ayane Taniguchi, third year student
from the Faculty of Literature, Arts and
Cultural Studies, said “Shodo is more
fashionable than people might think. If
you see an exhibition once, you would
understand its good points.”
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The Exhibition Filled with Individuality .,. ...

From August 2 to August 7, the
extramural summer exhibition was held by
NIJYUSEIKIKAI-Art Club at Irorimura,
near Nakazaki station, Osaka city. We
enjoyed seeing many works made by the
club members on two floors at the art
gallery, which are based on wood.

Risa Shono, a third-year Division of
Arts student in the Faculty of Literature,

From this god of death, we feel sad
atmosphere.

exhibition of bokutoukai-calligraphy = RFEXEERE folio = A
Faculty of Literature, Arts and Cultural Studies = SCZE2#H6
acrylic, oil, or watercolor painting = 7 27 U VI, iR, KSR

Arts and Cultural Studies, said “This
exhibition’s attraction is that there are a lot
of works because everybody made at least
two works, with a maximum of nine works.
And another attraction is that author’s
individuality comes out in each work freely.”

The reason why individuality comes out
in works is that this exhibition is open to
themes, materials, sizes, and skills. So, the
works reflect the author’s individuality,
creativity and skillful style. The works use

Many creative works welcome us.

relay shodo = ) v —&i&
Irorimura = 4 ® Y & Z[HE  art gallery = [ Division of Arts = Zflis#F}
pictorial arts = &

mediums such as acrylic, oil, or watercolor
painting. The content of each work had a
lot of variety from popular ones -such as a
figure painting of anima-style yukata girl,
a landscape of train- to creative ones -such
as the pity of the god of death being made
to become a human, or an alien who is
based on drawer’s imagination-. Also, in
the exhibition, we enjoyed not only
pictorial arts, but also a plastic images of a
giant made from clay.

masters = Hfifi disciples = 3+

plastic images = #{§
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About Halloween .. ..

Currently in Japan, people go out on
the town and enjoy cosplay on Halloween,
but what was the original Halloween like?

Druidism was one of the religions of
the Celts more than 2000 years ago. The
Celts lived during the iron age of Europe.
Samhain, a Druid festival, is said to be the
origin of Halloween. It was celebrated
during the autumn harvest to turn away
evil spirits. For the Celts, the end of year
was considered October 31. It was
believed that the souls of the dead and evil
spirits would come on this day, so people
wore masks and made fire for protection
and to turn away evil spirits. This is why
the custom of dressing up evolved.

The religious aspect faded away after
Halloween came from Europe to America
and Halloween became a popular event.
Jack-o’-lanterns, which have the meaning
of protection from evil, are made from
pumpkins. They are placed at the front
door of homes. In English-speaking
countries, children dress up and shout,
“Trick or treat!” to get sweets.

The original Halloween was a religious
festival to turn away evil spirits for the
autumn harvest. Over time it is has
become a popular event. But by
understanding the purpose of the original
event, we may enjoy it more.

Image of Halloween.

Taiwan
Tea Stand
Culture

by Chang Yi-Chien
(translated by Y. Nagoshi)

It’s very easy to find vending machines
in Japan, especially vending machines for
beverages. In Taiwan, however, there are
only few of them on the street. The reason
being that there are a variety of tea stands
throughout Taiwan. Let’s see the tea stands
in Taiwan up closer.

Popular drinks of Taiwanese tea stands
are black tea, green tea, dark green tea,
oolong and milk tea. Sometimes people

Druidism= F v A F# Celts = 7V F RjiE
dark green tea = H& (HEZF O —FH)
aiyujelly = BET (BBTAKDOXY —) natadecoco= F47 33

put some toppings into their tea as option,
for example, creme caramel, tapioca
bubbles, aiyu jelly, red beans, nata de coco
or fruits. The most popular topping for
foreigner is tapioca bubbles. The amount
of sugar and ice is also fully customizable.
In addition, these many kinds of drinks are
usually available at a low price. The tea
stand is everywhere in Taiwan. The best
way to enjoy traveling Taiwan is to get
some drink from tea stand and walk
around the city with it.

By the way, very famous tea stand shop
in Taiwan, Chunshuitang, opened a new
shop in Grand Front Osaka in Umeda
recently. Chunshuitang’s bubble milk tea
i1s highly recommended and it’s almost
same taste as one in Taiwan. Of course, all
bubble tea is delicious other than bubble
milk tea, so try them out and find your
favorite bubble tea.

Samhain = ¥ 4 ¥%%  vending machines = FH BiR7oHE

oolong = 7 —m Y
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Dear, Tori-chan

”m

5 A Fall has comel!
- VLIT is the best season for eating!

N\

I'm not good at reading...I Think\
the content of some books is too
difficult. When my father was a
i high school student he was
interested in books, he says
"Reading is good for you." So, he
lent me many books. /

m..l see. Well, many of

Japan's great writers use
difficult words, and the books
are printed with small letters.
Today, more people don't like to
read, so publishers use many
kinds of devices. For example,
books are printed with larger
letters. I think the books your
father read weren't written

I think fall is the best for
reading.

(13

B

Qﬁ‘rh such devices.
‘-— 5 /Well, what kind of books do you

‘-
= a /Lrecommend?

Uh...Do you have a favorite
actor? Do you like original novels
from dramas or movies with your
favorite actor?

! K /I got it..but I heard that I won't

3 . learn much from reading easy
n books. What do you think?

Surely, difficult books will help
you acquire more vocabulary,
and train your ability of think.
However, you won't continue
reading if you don't enjoy what
you read. If you enjoy reading,
you'll become interested in
books which use many difficult

Qrds.
”
-
=0

I see. I'll enjoy reading first.
Thank you Tori-chan!

teastands = FV v 27 2% v F (BRAYDEE)
creme caramel = H A X — K7 v
customizable = # A & ~A4 XCT& 2%  Chunshuitang = HKE
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